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The most shocking and revolting instance of human
depravity ever recorded baa been reserved for the dis¬
grace of liaaeachuaetta. A man, high in aoclal poaition
occupying a high place in the esteem of this community'
pastor of the Baptist church la Ablngton.a man promi¬
nent in the cause of education sad temperance, and
withal a member of the Leglalalure-has eo lowered
bnuself in brutal passions sad practices as to contaminate
the whole atmosphere around him. The unfortunate man
is Itov. Sereno Howe, and his career of crime
was suddenly brought to a termination on Saturday
evening, and ao indignant and excited were the cltisons
of Ablngton that it was almost by a miracle that be
escaped from the town with hie life. It seems that
Howe settled over the Baptist church In Ablngton some
six yearn since, and by apparent exemplary conduct be
won tho confidence of bis parishioners and the com¬
munity in general. Being very forward in promoting
the cause of education, he was made Chairman of tho
Hcbool Committee of the town, and was en
trusted with the general educational supervision
of the youth of tho whole town. He
was also a prominent temperance advocate,
an industrious advocate of prohibition, and as such
gained access to the confidence and ostoem of the probi.
blttomsts all around htm. All sorts of honors were
forced upon him, and be bad the respect and good will
or everybody who knew him, until his brutal prartioes
were revealed on Saturdsv.
A few days previous it was generally whispered about

the town that be manifested a strange desire for the con-
atom companionship of the youth of both sexes, and
upon ertvlng incidents of ths past many circumstances
wore romembered which, now that suspicion had been
aroused, poinisd to him as one of the vilest of
men. The suspicions were soon confirmed by a conver-

overheard by a parent, of her own and
I < hlld,re°. concerning their visits to the min-

mif f i"? k' of,lhe which they saw and did
all of which were Indecent aad extremely disgusting'
One of these children, a little girl, was taken to task bv
ber mojbor, and she made a lull confession of Howo 's
proceedings with her and other children in the town
aud the story was told to the faUier. He immediatelv
consulted with ether heads or famllios in tho town
and they in turn bad con crsations with their own chil¬
dren, when it was established beyond a doubt th.t the
very worst of their suspicions were conflrtnod by disgust¬
ing facta. t erv many of the children in town. It appears
by these Investigations, had been invited and eoduced
by this clergyman to become accessories to the gratifica¬
tioni of bis lustful pas«as. and both sexes of the youth
of tbo village were ameag his victims. His poaliion as
school com raitteeman gave him unusual facilities for
circuiting among the young, and over some of them he
seemed to bold a power as strong aud mysterious as k

*°d d-'bauctiing. Many oi II em used to sleep
m n'ibt? 10 hl9 Uud>' in ,he of the

church, sod it is stated that some of his
engagements of this kind were made a week or two in
advance, and aleo that he mod to take young boys with

hrmJ? ^°,n1,to KratlrT P**8ion. One fact In con¬
firmation of tbie statement is that when In tbe Legis¬
lature he frequently had with him in his seat youths
of t*n or ilrtooD years.

All of these facta having beea talked over by some of
the prom n.rat citizens of the town.it was decided to

Ita"h!,h!li''i',r ^0"? 0n S*turd*» evening and see
waal bo had to offer in explanation of the etranee
atoriee which were circulating about htm. When called
upon, he was conducting en evening prayer meeting In
the vestry of the church. Ope of the gentlemen of the
committee, a father of one of the children whom be had
instructed in debeuchery, told him what they had hoard
and asked If he had anything to say.

'

He received tbe charges with the utmost composure,
and replied, with an air of injured innocence, that he
bad nothing whatever to say in reply to such slanders
and that furthermore he did not wish to be iu-
lerruiited white conducting a religious meeting
The gentlemen then retired and Kev. Mr. Howe returned
to the vextry to continue the erer ises of the meeting
subsequently, however, before lioishlng up his meeting
he w.-is waded ufeo a second lime bv the same gentle¬
men, and informed very emjnatically that he must
make some explanation of tbe scons ions against him
or pret«ro forthwith for a hasty exit from the town. At
about the same moment a suggestion of a rail ond tar
and feathers was made by one of the
crowd, whereupon tbe dignity and air of
inj.ired inuoceu- u whicu he had all along manifested
gave way to astonishment and » rief. H qu.ckiy left the
cnurch, and the derononal services inside were" brought
to a hasty termination. VVn Is a crowd was rapidly
gather ng ue improved tbe opportunity of darkness to
make good his escape. Some of the most Indignant,
however, were still persistent In their determination to
have revenge by applying a coat of tar and leather*,
and if he showed rei-Unce to lynch him
upon the nearest tree. This spirit of a moh
Cosily xx arne so prevalent that some of the prominent
citizens ot the town were obliged to appeal In a speech
to ibe .rowd to deals! from any violent demonstration
This wise nounael prevailed, and Howe wax allowed to
*P«oa the night nabarmed In an adjacent town, and he
was not heard oi again until be reached this ctly to-day
The news of Howe . Crimea and the disgusting details

reached tbe State House before the arrival of tbe mem¬
bers of tbe Legislature, and met them an tbey eamo up
on# by <>oa to tbeir day 's work. The stories told by hie
neighbor* and tboe who held tho printed psrtic'ilars
sagruxeed the attention of ev.ry one, and group*
gathered on the portico aud In the lobbies ear¬
nestly discussing the afTalr and expressing
I I'ltgnaiiou aud sorrow. The natural excitement of tbe
members was heightened by the appearance of Howe,
w io a half hour before the t.me or opening the aersinn
of the day. showed blmeelt In lha H ras- aad attempted
t» brazen It out. To questions eagerly put to him by
I'leadr, whether or not be was|gutliy, whether be bad
any azplenation, or whether anytbtug could ba said to
meet the charge# and make hie tunooence certain, he
answered dodgedly that be bed nothing to ear and no
explanation to inaka His friends told him
that, the circumstances be-ng as they were
the best and safest thing for hm to do
was to leave tbe State House at once and repair
to parte uukoown. whither all criminals fly after the
ommisaioa of their crimes against the laws and hu¬
manity It being also intimated that he would be treated
roughly and perhaps unmercifully if be did not make
t-acke before much time elapsed, he concluded thai It
waa. after all, best to leave. Po he dictated e resigns-
Hon of hie seat, which wae placed ou tue Speaker s desk
and left tbe Bowse, It Is treated, forever.
On account of thin fresh and almost unprecedented

¦ewe -one -ruing a member of tbe Ma*sacbusetta Lens
l»i irr, tl e House of Keprmentalives did not come to
order .at J a long time after its usual hour.

**)D after the Houee mm rolled to order the folloxrlng
letter addressed to the Hpeaker, was read by the
Clerk .

Bo«tob. Mar li, 1*17.
V Hon J. M. (wn, Mktir of tba Hmm ot Keprea >11 *.

i
lu** mo-1 hereby tender to Ibe Houae of Keprerente-

I »e» m? rerlgnetiom Of my «e«t oak iretaber of iM body
W .! r.m p r««- oommuklckic tba aborr to Ibe tloiia>\ and
Ob «r roura, truly, HhKHNO IIOwB
1h« <pi*etlon, according to parlinmen'ary rulo, war,

' MiaJl the reeifnation be am»olo«l r" «Mn Mr. Jewell,
of Hoaion. aovod thot o commit ee of nina bo appointed
u> wtiom tho communication of Mr. Howe should bo re-
ftrr -«t

Mr. wuiik, of Boetaa, Mud ho war nppoaed to tho
reforeoce to k rommiliea, aa bo thought tbo boot ouurse
I r the Hrniao to toko woo to accept tbo resignation.

Mr. It.rd, of Walpoht aald tbkt In bit opinion tbo
Hmtaa ought to investigate tbo mattar. Cortaln from
horgea hod Ix^o made agninot Uio membor, and tboao
ware reported to bora boon acknowledged, nod If there
waa anyiblaa tn thaoo rtnemente, ha thought the char¬
s' tar Of the House woold bo cempreaUeod by accepting
tbo roaignattoo.
Mr [toinond, of Barton, opposed Ineeatlgattoo and

Oiproowd bimaalf o faror of accepting tha reatgaotloa.Mr. Maaon, of Kawton aext got tba floor, aMM ba
thought tba c.oraa pn poao<: an unwloe one, and that
tha Honaa bad bout? not undertake aa laraatlgaUon of
the charges, aa ba had no heart to go Into tbam. Ho
hoped tho Honaa woatd pardon the accused, aa ba aaked

UtCUdeVt.1® T**n' *Bd L* CM*"i*r*d " «M wtM to

Mr. AMIiioh, of Horcaottr. aald tbo arroood bad boon
thor bo had aay explanation to maka. and ba
m bo bad mm and tbit balsa tbo oaoa bo

Itlthoot, for tbo d.gaty of tbo House, aeon
aUttee showId bo npgeinwd to inomre iato tbo matter
manJ MBOrl iO (h# fllMI.

Mr. KiaibnlL of Bootoa, objected to tbo comae prt>-
n QMd to bo fmnA 00 tbo admtMion made oy Mr.
FowO woo only ganlllod, and bo thought wbea Mr.
lews roMgaod, sad bio rontgantion woo oecoptod, bo
mm guwe fovwoor; aad wbtio aa after investigation
might powoo bin laaoeoaoo of the cr mo charged, bo
tboagbt . daalataa of tbo Meaoo at tbo praoant umo
piamalnra, aad bo *aaM rote again* tbo motiea ior a
conaoHU##.

Mr. (foodbam. of Dliihalim. morod la lay tba motloa
on tba table, bat thio waa laal

Mr. Tolmaa, of TowkMbnty, aMd bo bollaaed tbo charge
made agalam tbo miala abowM aot ba gleeaod sear. aa
It ttaa aimoat bayaad bailof, aad bo waaldwod that
) irttoo to tbo Moaaa aad twlbo maa damaadad aa ta-
T Watloo

M.. fibrta, of Medferd,

the rart of the House, a* tie thought it vm« not In its
province, ami he favored the a < putnee of the lealgua-
tion.

Mr. Jewe l, (<f Button, a* d there were two questions
to li>' considered.tthat was due to the gentleman Iroiu
AlnwUei, and whit was due to the Housnt Several
grave charges bed b^en made in the public print-i, and
this being the case, aud uo denial of these Uiarges hav¬
ing been made, his view was that the comm.itee retire
immodiati'ijr, and that some action of the liou-o should
ho reported, there waa no necessity to go to Abington,
as the charges had been publicly made, and the dtguity
of the House demanded an inquiry.Mr. K. Wright, of Boston, opposed Invoatigatlon by a
comruiiiee of the Houso, on the ground that it was be¬
neath its dignity to iuqnirs into rumor*. He did not
think ths Houso was an inquisition, and that if ttie party
so charged, acting on the advtcs of friends, bad not ad¬
mitted bis guilt, he should not be condemned by the
House.

Mr. Botume, of Ftoneham, moved the previous ques¬
tion, and Mr. Jewell's motion to refer the letter of re¬
signation to a committee was lost.41 to H3.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, moved that ths resigna¬
tion of Mr. Howe be accepted, and on this motion the
yeas and nays were refused.

Mr. Avery, or Bralnlree, thought it not right to ac¬
cept the resignation until more of the facta wore known
to the House, and on that account he opposed the pre¬
vious question.Mr. Jewell, of Boston, again spoke, and said he hoped
thai for the dignity of the House the previous question
would not be ordered.
The vote was then taken, and the motion for the pre¬

vious question was negatived.34 to 03.
Mr. Branning, of Lee, then moved that the House go

into secret session, and this vote being carried, the.gal¬
leries and the body of the hall were chared Of all but
members.
The House remained in secret session foronehour. On

the question being lakon the resignation was accepted.
00 to 38.

It was understood before the House went into secret
session that Mr, Howe could not be found, the supposi¬
tion being that be had loft the State.

In the Legislature of 1853 a groat stir was made by a
crime committed by one Hits, of Bostou, of adultery
and llceut'ousncas; but that tremor was nothing com¬
pared with the excitement caused by this beastly crime
of ttie Ablnglon representative. Howe is a man of
letters; was one of the best ana most learned mombers
of the Education Committee of the House; has servud
in the Board of Trustees and of Examiners of one or
two of our normal schools; has won a name in his com¬
munity as an orator of no mean ability; has written
urtteles of an educational character of decided merit;
lias tilled the pulpit with talent; has been a most lalth-
ful pastor, and a wise counsellor and friend of his flock.
Taking ail this into consideration, his fall Is still more
keenly full by ths better class ol people than other¬
wise.

THE CASE OF THE SHIPBC1LDEB AID WIDOW.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE HERALD.
Breach of Promise In lllsh Life.Salt Aaalnst
a Wealthy (Shipbuilder la Boston.A Claim or
B'AO<OOU for BUappoiuted Love-Tbe l>e-
femtiint Formerly a Boston Alderu>an-Kx-
tiovernor Andrew one of tho Counsel.In¬
teresting Stories on Both Hides. Ac.

Boston, May 11, 1867.
There has been a plentiful supply of Interesting

scandal and eager curio?lty here during the woek, over
the progress of a breach of promise case In the Supremo
Judicial Court. The parties implicated are woll known
and of high standing in the community, especially the
defendant In the case, Mr. Daniel D. Kelly, a wealthy
East Boston shipbuilder, and formerly an Alderman
from the Island ward. Tbo plaintiff in the suit is Mrs.
Belinda B. EUms, a widow about thirty-eight years of
age, and well and favorably known in tho community in
wt ch she has lived. She claims $20,000 as compensa¬
tion for disappointed love aud blighted affection, and
has entrusted her case in the hands of 3. J. Thomas and
E. D. Sohier. Mr. Kelly denies any breach of promise,
and of course objects to the paymout oC any such sum,
and the claim against htm is opposed In oourt by couusel
in the person of Ex-Governor Andrew and Asa CottrelL
Breach of promise cases are not fashionable here, end

the injured perty must have a case passing prima facie
before the public will favorably view It as proper or de-
cent to bring before them. Not every daughter of Eve
who receives a visit or two from a rollicking Adam
can look upon bitn In a quasi marital relation. Not
every case of eye-viewing, ogling lmpro-aion upon the
sensibilities can be brought before a iury, therefore par¬
ties have to be respectable themselves or lean upon tho
arm of strong counsel before tltoy can be heard with any
degree ot success. But parties have now a caao going
on which seems to possess the genuine qusliflcation of a

genuine sensation. The plaintiff makes a very pretty
appearance in court, dressed in fashionable black, a thin
blask veil covering her face.tace thin, quite pretty,
with a uioat decisive make up of feature#. She has thus
far paid the closest attention to the running of the testi¬
mony, bending over and frequently consulting hor coun-
scL The defendant Mia by her with a most unalder-
manlo make up.a thin, astute, grinning fuco, lips cut.

ting sharp into one another, and looking on Ihe case

with all the assurance of Innocence. He would seem to
make a dangerous tight in a political struggle or in a

case like this.
The plaintiff's declaration Is as follows:.
CommonwalC of MamicKuse*, Svf Ik, U. -Sup-emo

Court July, 1MHI, Heliida D. Kllm< vs. Oante 1>. Kelly,
tn ** arti n of contra*..And the plaintiff says that she
and the defendant mutually promised to marry each
othe', and she has always been ready to marry the at¬tendant, but the deicndanl refuses to perforin his
promise.

.
BELINDA B. ELLM3.

By hor attorneys, Cottrell k Bennett
Annexed is the defendant's answer:.
Sttliiik, t<..Supreme Judicial Court, October Term,

1*06 Xl'ms vs. Kelly..And now tho defendant comes
aud denies that the plaintiff and Uimrett ever mutually
agreed to marry each other, and d;uloe that he ever
promised to marry the piatntiff, and Aeoies that the
plaintiff baa always been ready to marry him; and avers,
further, that if any such promises wore ever made,
which he doth not admit, but denies, then that the
nlaioii'l and himself mutually release.! each other thcre-
fro " and, further answering, says that during the time
wueu she shall attempt lo prove tnat the defendant was
under any premise to marry, she was under a promise to
marry another man. By h,a

WKLCH.
Another paper atnte* that tbe plaintiff claims damage*

in the sum of $20,000.
Mr. Cottrell opened the case for the plaintiff, com¬

menting upon the respectability of hh client, reviewing
tbe history of the case in brier, and slating generally the
facta upon which the plaintiff based her claim. As
thee* will appear more fully in the evidence I postpone
mention thereof at present.
Mr« EUms. plaintiff, wan first called. She testified :.

Am thirty live yearn of age; live in East Boston; wan
mnrried to A 8. KUws and lived with him seres ynarn
before he died; he was n shipbuilder; I know Daniel
D. Kelly; his house is wlthtn sight of mine; I became
acquainted with him shortly after my hueband died; It
was through a matter of business and 1 have since com¬
municated with bint through matters of bnnlness In
buying n hou.«e: this was thirteen years ago and I have
redded in that house ever slues; I recollect Mrs. Kelly e
death in Heplerahnr. Is®*; after that time Mr. Kelly
called to see me on the 28th of September;
It was earir in the evening and he remained
during the evening; be called nfter that
a number of times. I am h dressmaker
and have been such for about thirteen years; Kelly's
Titlis were quite frequent; the first call he made he
spoke of the loa« of his wife and seamed to feel very bad;
in October, I think, be called at my houeeln Chelsea and
proposed that I sliou d move to my house in East Boa-
ton b* said be didn't know how to manage bis family
of children, expressed his aftoctlon for me, end mid he
didn't know of any woman whom he would rather have
take the piace of hie children's mother than myeelf;
shortiv afterwards be called and brengbt two rings, ark-
;m ms which I preferred; coming again he brengbtN?k. merited, the ring 1 bad cftoeen. (Witness producedthe ring, which was marked "Dsn to Bel on the inside.)
It was given to toe before I moved from Chelsea to East
Boston; I expressed some doubt of mr ability to fullll tbe
position and d.wharte the responsibilities of a Bother
to the children, hut he urged me, and after I had
accepted he requested that 1 should tot circulate veryextensively the report; after that he called frequently
on me; he would call In on hit way to and from his
office; three THita he continued for two month*; think
he wan at that time In entne kiad of bnalneen at Alton,N. H.: 1 told him one time that 1 thought be wan wait¬
ing on a Icdy in Alton named Barton; he denied thin,¦aid it vm told rue to injure my feelings, and not to bo-
Her* it; he did not call again on m* for a long time,^jj^| A.. ¦» asliw.i Kim 1 aal- euA Kim nrh* ha dlffd'l
0*Un
and

Krtlr f wan'going and' would write. I went In May and
returned la June; I visited Mr* Hannah Whitman tn New
York after I returned I saw Kelly on Lexington street;I told'him I bad received no letter from him. and also
woke aboet tbe Barton tody; tbe eonvereatlon wan an
hour long, and bo denied nil report#, and seemed to
faal badbeooose I doubted him; 1 saw him euro after¬
ward*. about tbe time hi* daughter was married; it was
re OotobSTI him 1 dhnatlnfled with him;
tbathe bad deceived me, tout I had seen this lady la
Attoa. and learned from Iter thai be and eh* were en-
gaged; I npoka quit* humbly ; ht told a* he did notTorek he should over be mamed to her; he seemed at
Qnvtlndtroast, and aatd ho had once mad* np hw mind
nevesteapank to «. again- bo ehided me for havingwrltosu harshly to him, and 1 fold him I thought the

PVBWW B""" «7» mmaom wv asm . " """

be asked m* what I proponed to do, and I toM
himi nt opened to remain where I then was; that was
iha hud interview I ever had wttb him; he ban sine*
marled Mies Barton, of Alton, and they hat# lived si
bto bouse la Bent Beaton tones March, IRffd; I bud keuu
ready all the time to marry him; at the Ume ot lbs
engagement be filled at mr house sad brengbt twe
ptoses of cotton and two toll dress**; tbe rotten wasblamesed, la targe pfeess sad of ale* quality; ha alas
gneouto about $100 in mossy: ho told me net to bavo any¬thing further to de with any dressmaking; la a coovecre-
Uea with Mr. Kelly ha told me his tale wife reqseatedef torn that, if he mtnrtsl ngma. bag ihlldrou ibeuld.

citlJ bis wife mother; it was understood that we wore to
goto Kurope when we marred.
Crusi-etamiiied .I never went round since I com¬

menced IhU case to iind out where the rin* wu- made; I
cannot remember that; Mr. Kelly belied me to move
to has: lioslou; I do swear that Mr. Kel.y vinisd me in
hast Boston; at ail of tbe interviews my staler was j rae-
eutoniy; my last interview with Mr. K«.iy was in the
latter part of October, IMS; I wrote to Ulm in March tor
money. [A letter directed to Mr. Kelly and dated in
Jauuary was shown to the witness, who doubted the
signature, and could not swear it was her writing.] I
never received an answer to that letter; I bought a sew-
tug machine ou mortgage of U; think I made three pay¬
ments; I bought it in my own name; think it was in
beptetuber, IMS; I wrote to Mr. Kelly lor money to
pay the instalments on the machine; 1 sw ear 1 did not
write that letter.
A second leitor, directed to Mm Merrill, was shown the

witness, who said It was written at her dictation by Kiss
Clara Chase. The letter she said she did cot sign. A
third letter, dated February 88. 1800, was shown tbe
witness, who recognized tbe handwriting as hers.
The secood letter refers to Mm Merrill's presence at

witness's house when Mr. Kelly wan tber', and to a cer¬
tain matter which occurred while Bbe was living at
witness's house. Witness teatitled that Mrs. Merrill was
not present at any Interview between herself and the
defendant.
The witness was saked to compare the first 'otter,

which she denied w riting, witb the third letter which sbs
recognized as her baudwriting, and upon doing so t'Mu¬
lled that she thought the haudwrltiog looked alike, but
she did not think she wrote tbe first letter, for she
believed Hhe wrote to Mr. Kelly fur money in
March. Mr. Kelly gave me a dress pattern
und two pieces of cotton cloib; think there
wore three patterns; they were small; never asked
where he got them; be asked me bow many yards I
wanted; no one but myself was present when he gavo
mo,the dress patterns; did not ask were the cotton came

from; did not ask about tbe price; tbink it was bought
in December, 1804; it was Bales' cotton; did not know
of Mr. Kelly's marriage until March, 1800; heard it re¬

ported uud contradicted several times; heard he was en¬
gaged in March, 1305; in October, 1804, ha bought two
rings; a day or two after he bought the ring witu an in¬
scription on it; from Septemoer to October, 1804, he
called often; he always walked over to Chelsea; the lime
be gave me the cotton he gave me tbe $100; 1 don't
know that I did have any customers in Chelsea; 1 did
make dresses while there; my health was not good; I
guess I did earn about (50 while 1 was thorn; I was
there about a year; I bad a bouse in East Boston; the
reason 1 went back to East B.aiun was because Mr.
Kelly advised me to do so; Mrs. Whiteller wu- present
at an interview between myself and Mr. Kelly; aiso
when b has been at tea at uiy house; she went
away to St Paul afier I brought this suit.
Re examination.I wrote that letter to Mrs. Merrill,

thinking she might be evidence for me in this suit; I
did write a letter to sir. Kelly, requesting a loan of
(100 to pay what I owed ou my sewing inactuue; I told
liim in exchango I would give him my note; 1 wrote a
letter to Mr. Kelly after I wrote the letter requesting
the loan, and after 1 received the letter from Mr.
Kelly.
The deposition of Eliza Whitcher, who resides In St.

Paul, Minn., was read. By It it appoars that in 1884- 05
she resided in East Boston and is sister of iho plaintiff;
known defendant for five years; saw him In euluuiu and
winter of 1864-'5, after at my sister's bouselo, wait upon
her and to carry her to Chelsea; defendant during that
time spoke to me about bis engagement with my sister,
spoko of taking her to Europe when married to her; he
said he loved my sister and iotendod to marry her; they
met at my house several times; Hrst called in October,
1804, about noon, and left a note for my sister staling
that he would call and carry hor to Chelsea; on several
occasions Mr. Kelly asked my sister how she was vet¬
ting along with her preparations for marriage and with
bur sewing; ho also left on several occasions letters
directed to my sister, and verbal messages, too; my sister
during tho time is question did not, to my kuowlcdgo,
receive the attentioo of any outer man than Mr
Kelly; 1 was In the habit of visiting my sister;
during the summer of 1865 I thiuk 1 wus there
as often a* once or twice a week; I never
met any other gentleman viauor more tbuu the deien-
duut; he gave my sister a mco dress pattern, two pie es
of cotton cloth und an engagement ring, in which wus

engraved "Dan to Bel," ne aiso asked me If I bad seen
the engagement ring, and also spoke of tne engagement,
saying he should bo vory happy with Bel after Utoy
were married; the defendant gave my sister $1'0
In f-Hipteiubcr. 1H65
Mary L. Russell testified:.An) stater of the plaintiff; I

was at the house of Mrs. Kllms, inv sin r, to September,
1804; saw the defendant there; 1 ih nk 1 was there two
or three days; saw Mr. Kelly there several times; I
aus tuore whcu he brought in the dress patterns; he said,
"Here, Bel, are some patterns, which do yon like?" he
said he thought they would tuakei up pretty iulo travel¬
ling tire-sus; be sjtoke of Ins inteuded marriage wilh
her,'and said he had uo doubt but that they should get
along well; saw the engagement ting, but never spoke
to Mr. K. about it; board litm ask her ho* fllie was get-
tlug along with her sewing; tluuk she engaged in
making up the cloth given to nor by Mr Kelly

lira. Ell ins was recalled, when ene tes.ifiedThat
about the ttuio 1 engaged myself to buu a. tuy bouse bo
staled, 1 think, that be was worth about $80,000 In ves¬
sels and real esiata; he might have given
the names of the vessels; he said he was

going to sell bis real estate and Invest it in vesseis.
Croso-exiimined.iThe oonver-ation* we bad when we

were encaged i cannot recollect; the third conversation
we bad he gave me too ring with the inscription; 1 have
known Mr. K iiy for sotne fourteen years; never
visited Mrs. Kelly; wont to tlie same church; was not
acquainted with bis daightor; 1 have had letters from
Mr. Kelly siuco his wito died; perhaps two or three;
1 don't know that I have said I bail thirty.

At this stage of the trial the plaintiff rusted her caae,
and the rtoienca was commenced.

Mr. H. J. Thomas opened tbo case Tor the defence, sot¬
ting forth in his argument that be would show that
Uiero never existed any promise of marriage.

lianiol V. Kelly, the deft'Ddan!, was first called. Ho
said:.I reside in K-ist Boston; tiavo lived there thirteen
yoars; was married about fourteen years io my first
wife; she died the 7tb of nepicuiber, 1861; knew tbo
plaintiff, aud have known her for eighteen years, and
know her husband; he was In my e ><pl»y; he U.ed four¬
teen or fifteen years ago; slie called upon me soon after
the death of her hustoud and asked tor advice, 1 gave
it to her and gave her assistance, when my wife died
sho lived in Cheisea; saw her a short time beture my
wile died; wont to Chelsea to see her, as sue sent a note
to me lor assistance; went there about eight o'clock in
the evening, aud olhsr parties were present; the only
war I can fix the dale is because 1 never pay away
money without making a memorandum of the aatne;
I pani her some $'-'0, and never called upon
her alter this, aud never was in Chelsea after¬
wards until la-t tall, and then not to see her; shortly
alter the death of my wife I received a very kind now
froui her, sj mpathizmg with me aud requesting mo to call
aud sec her; 1 answered the note, enclosing $20 to nor,
teiiiug her, 1 think, thai 1 thoug.it i might sec her some
time or other; outho 20 h day of November, 1861, her
sister, Mrs. Wnliclier. called on rao and stated that her
sister do.-ired to so.' me; have had but one other conver¬
sation with Mrs. Wh.i hur about bur sister, the plaintiff
(Mrs. Wliitcher tcs'iiicd that deltndaut called upon her
sister often, carried her to t belies, *a); 1 stated to Mrs.
Wliticiier Uiai her sister was aware that 1 should never
visit lior homo a-ani; 1 asked what she wanted,
sue said that her sister was afraid 1
was goiug to he married; the did not expeot me to
marry hor, but she did not want me to marry anv oua
e'se, I told her that 1 would call and ae-i nor n he
would be at Mrs. Wh,ichor's ou that evening; 1 ai ed
and she staled to mo Just what her sister hadatak-J;
I toid her that If I wanted to marry I should not c >n-
suit her or any one else; 1 told Mm Evans that it was
.clem to talk on the subject; cave Mm Ktlute $20
and leit the house, next tima i heard from Mm Kilima
wet by a note, tbink it was about February It, MM;
she requested some money ; 1 sent her $16; those no.ee
from her I destroyed; the next I heard from her wae
a note in June, 1806, requesting me Io call and
sec her; did not wish to deny her money, to
1 scut by e messenger e note and some money;
sent a vernal message by the messenger; the contents of
toe note was a relusal to call and see bar; en the lollow-
tng Saturday Mm Kllms came io my cflioe for the drat
time for thirteen years; when she came In she closed the
door and seemed excited; 1 asked her her hue!acts, and
.he staled io me, after collecting herself eooaewhat, that
she undoistood 1 was paying attention to a lady by the
aante of Baron; I loid tier I knew no such person, bat
knew a lady by the name of Barker, and told her If that
waa her business the sooner aba went away the better;
she went away much excited; Sunday morning foUowtng
Mra V\ intcher came to my bouse, and aha torn me that
her sister wanted to see uie very much; aha eatd her sis¬
ter had boon sick aud had poisoned herself; I asked her
ir aha had sent for a doctor; she said ao; tarn 1 toM her
she needed e doctor and not me; that waa the last talk 1
bad with Mm Wliitcher; a few days after 1 met Mm
Kiliua on the street; aha did not look to me
ea If aba bed been very badly poisoned or alek: ens
stopped me, and talked to me very harshly; hooped gen¬
eral abuse upon me; she told me that if she had a pistol
¦he would like to shoot me; loid her if 1 had one 1 would
lend her it; tins wsa the last time I talked to her nniil a
short time before marrying; tu n she came up to me on
the street end asked If I wsa going to be roamed; told
hor that 1 was; she seemed to manifest an tntoreet in my
children.that my betrothed would not take good cere
of them, aad 1 thanked her for her kindness, and told
her that I understood she was to bo married; eke mid
that wee the talk, and passed It over; never gave her
the rtag with the inscription on It, er any other; have
not bought a ring for aix years, end 1 defy any maa
wbo can produce a witness le say so: the story
of the ring la a perfect peijory, and if It le
not sis 1 hope Uod will strike mo deed;
never told this woman, nor asked her, to ee my wife,
neither directly nor indirectly; never called at her house
and look tea with her, while In last Boston, far the
Mat four years; never made bar a pr sent «f cotton
cloth; nor gave her $100, sod never took her m k car¬
riage from Mm Wluctier's.never in tbewsrtd; never
made any advancement to hor shout marrytag hot;
never emit her, la March, 1896, $00; I was married in
public on tbo 12th of November, 1806; 1 never told any
one that 1 Intended to go to Europe with Mrs. Kllms;
tniak I received a letter during the wiator from Mm
KHma, and gave It to my wife, who tent her $20, and
answered the letter; mw e copy of it.
The tmt wiatnstum did not elicit any new facta,

nor was the teetimsay adduced on the direct examina¬
tion abaken In the least. The defendant appeared
"upon the square," end wee ready to give answer a in
whatever interrogatories the opposing counsel mw fit te
pev.
Upon n in ggnminntlen the defeedant testified thai he

had told IM plaintiff frequently, when she asked htm te
call and am her, that the scandal reported about hie
vtntn to bar had mjaredbls family, and for that reanon
he bad not called when requested ao to de.
Several letters with the dates eat off, end el.ed by

the plaintiff te ha letter* written le her by the defen¬
dant, wen put In. Mr. Ketty recognised daw which ha
.Id waa wiltten ahem mesa yean ago, aad whtch re¬
quested Belinda ta matt htm at lbs Boston aad Melon
depot, aad la hamm ta dram plant sad warm; a eteend
letter heal. reeagateed . sue of bin te Betledn, la
whtsh he Ihaahcd ber far bet kind etpramta. cf aym-

Cy far,Mm m his bereavement M um tan dff hie wtfh.
toftheletter*wereorberwt. than get. .attarof

feet aad ee.meapla. epistle*
Several ether witae-m wore examined, fhr Me pur-

pom of showing that the plaintiff was n ote. ee.-
sea.a «f ene Davia, at the una «ha nmglilss «C #9

"nnrequ trd love" on the part <ft tbe defendant, and
also tended to show that at the samff tlmi tbe flif-nlsnt
was a visitor at Aiiou, New ilsinpeulrs, where me platn-
titt' claim* be was courtier a lady, and whi h was the
orcadon to li r of much mental suffurin®nod pain. In¬
curable by hourtaease. Depositions were read, all tend¬
ing to ahow that Belinda an* pleasing t® U»j eyeaof
Charles navls, and that he waa a frequsw viaitor at
her boose in East Boston, aveu slopping all night
there, and furthermore that Belinda bad spoken of a
desire of Mr. D. for her to go to bis father's to be mar¬
ried. Tbe visits of other gentlemen to hnr bouae warn
leciitied to, hut Mr. Kelly'a visits there, ao tar as tue
witnesses for the defeuco were aware of, were like
.' angels' visits, few and far between."
As yet nothing has been developed, no love muaaga

or charming Ute-a-teUs recounted, which could for a
moment crimson tue cbeek of the most cnaste Diana, or
that would furnish "Uomua" with one moment of diver-
tuwmeat or causa for merriment
Tuo court has been crowded with both sexes as It

never waa crowded before, not excepting the famous
Da ton divorce case, when aucb ligh.s iu the legal Ar¬
mament as Choate and Dana were pitting against each
other for tbe verdict.
About twelve witnesses were examined for tbe purpose

of impeaching Mrs. Eiiins' character for verm iiy and
cbastitv. In regard to The former particular. 1 consider
the oilorM of the defence met wub a signal failure in
shoving that the widow was notorious for lying. The
testimony respecting ber chastity was o! a peculiar
cbaiaoier, and came from men moetly employed by tbe
deiendout, and mostly of hiscrafi, and dependent upon
him in a great meaaure for support. Accord ng to their
statements ber reputation aa an unchaste woman was
the general speech of the public In hast Boston; but,
general aa it was, in no instance oouid any witness give
the rnnnee of mora than ilirea or four persons wbom
they had beard so speak of her. In some instances
tbe witnesses lesiidod lo knowledge of ber questionable
reputation lor virtue for twenty years back, wh cb ex¬
ceeds oy about six years tbe time during which the lair
plaintiff resided iu the Island ward (East Boston|. Some
of the witnessea were able to testily to a few persona
visiting ber bouse (.rout which it waa intended to be in¬
ferred they went there from impulsea other than Dia¬
tonic), but oouid only give tbe name of tbe defendaut in
that connection. Every witness waa concurrent in
opinion that these visitors were all respectablo persona.

rtie veracity of the female witnessea on behalf
of the plaintiff waa aaaalled, but ao far as I waa
able to see they stood aa fair aa that of any wit¬
ness in the case. Two of the "impeaching" wit¬
nesses, either from an over zealous desire to serve their
employer, or frotn a misunderstanding of the point
In issue, and evidently uudrilled by counsel, by their
testimony made Mrs. Ellin* bear an unenviable reputa¬
tion for unchasuty wuen only eleven years of age It
does appear singular that maiiy old citizens (most of
whom are twenty and thirty ) ears residents of u com¬
munity notorious tor Its gossiping powers) should thus
suddenly become nuable to iud.viduaiize iu regard to a
matter of so much importance as the virtu of a baud-
some wumau who hei boon an agreeable aoquainumc i of
so prominent s citizen as tbe defendant, whose un¬
chaste lief, per testimony, is co-exlsteut with their
term oi tbe residency ot sold '-old citizens."
The testimony in rebuttul was commenced on Friday

noon, when Mr. Charles Alfred Davis, the lover of Bo-
liuda, as claimed by Daniel, was examined Although
be u a inectiauio, and in favor of the eight hour system
of tabor; although be was in the army, and obtaiued me
unenviable reputation or deserter; although hi tell a

prey to the weil-la.d network oi a lady's heart, and was
at one time caught panting iu its meshes, whipped in
by Capitis darts, bui tor three years past has
n'<t abided wnii bis fair captor; although
all these social bugbears are recorded agamst
our alleged Lothario, yet no cunning of counsel drew
from him the unction of confession to oil down the ugly
feature of the deleuce, that Bella la was Charles Alfred's
atlianced bride. No, not an uuctlon tor Daniel's bouI.
To-day me romaimlor of the evidence in rebuttal was

put in, and on Monday the cios ng arguments will be
made, Edward skibier, an "OJy Gammon" appearing
sort ot a man, but withal a square practitioner and able
udvocaie, making tue argument tor the plaintiff, and
Ex Governor Andrew for tue defence.

SALE OF THE STEAM RAM 0UN9ERBERS.
She Is Purchased by the French Government.
For some time past it has been well known that agents

of various foreign governments have bean in negotiation
for the purchase of the famous steam ram Dunderberg,
Mr. W. H. Webb, her builder, baring obtained from ibe
United Stales government permission to sell ber on the
most svtilsbie terras. A few months sinoo the Dunder-
borg went on an ocean trial trip, and the test then made
of ber qualities, both as s seagoing steamer and as a war

frigate, gave every satisfaction to tbe commission of
naval and marine officers, beaded by Captain Peaaock,
wbo wero appointed to accompany tbe vessel on the
trip. Binco then, the vessel having reverted back into
tbe hands of her builder, Mr. Webb, various offers of
purchase have been made by foreign naval powers.
Cmle, Russia and France were the principal competitors
for the purchase, and the enormous ram was about to be
passed into the bends of tbe ftrat mentioned Power, the
transfer papors having been already drawn up,
though not signed, when special agents of the
French Emperor arrived here and asked for
a stay of further procedings for twenty-four
hours, in order that they might ob.aiu direct
authority to make the purchase according to tbe terms
demanded by M^ Webb, fhta stay was granted, n tele¬
gram was sent to France ana a reply was received
authorizing the agents to enter into the negotiaiion forth¬
with Ibe bargain was thereupon closed, the price
which France paid for tbe vessel beiug about Hire i m l-
lions of dollars. The Dunderberg will be tmmed ateiy
fitted up with two ffftnen inch guns and twelve of eleven
iucn cai.bre, ail of which will have Ericsson's patent
pivot gun carriages. As sf! are aware this vessel is tbe
most powerful engine of naval warfare now afloat. Her
construction was commenced when the late rebellion
was at its highest pom., but belore she was completed
the war had coated. Shu Is a monument of American
skill, and wherever she may tnak her sphere of opera¬
tions, her movements wilt be watched with intense in¬
terest by our country men.

THE fUHX HEALTH.
The following I* Hit Harris' wMkljr Utter on the

mortality in this city an J Brooklyn for the weeit ending
naturdav, Uie Iltn instant:.

Mrrnoi-ouTAN Board or Hta'R, I
Blrrac or Vital Srarimas May 14, 1807. |

In the werk thai ended laet Saturday there were 410
deaths in New York, includlu 73 in public institu¬
tion* 47 being iumates of the island hospitals and
asylums. In Brooklyn there were 144 deaths, inclu¬
sive of 10 deaths In Kings county asylums, he. This
mortality is equal to a yearly death-rate of 20 42 per
1,000 in New York and 22 40 pur 1,000 in Brooklyn,
estimated upon popaiaaon as git en by last census, and
excluding curtain county Institutiona
Zymotic tnfeotions killed 09 persona or 24 04 per cent

of ail that died in New York, and 21, or 21 43 per cent
of ail who died in Brooklyn. Measlee, the predominant
dts^awe In this class, destroyed 23 lives le New York.
moiiIy In the Eleventh, Twelfth and seventeenth
wards.and, in Brooklyn, destroying 14 Uvea, 8 of which
were in the Ninth and Tenth wards. Scarlatina, in the
same unhygienic quarters, killed 17 children in New
York and 9 in Brooklyn. The practical res .Its of the
cleansing and disinfection in the crowded and foul
dwellings, where these Infections are most fatal, reach
beyond the immediate benefits to tho families that
now gratefully accept these n<w methods of pro
taction to tholr children; for sooh ci easing is
a great safeguard against the cholera, wh oh
will all summer threat a to aoourge tho Oitby
quartern of our American townat Erysipelas
and puerperal fever killed t, and other fevers took 10
persons la New York, bat noae in Brooklyn. The re¬
cords of our fatal puerperal fever sod erysipeias the paat
month fnily confirm the fact that on# aud the same con-
tag ou* poison ia producing tbeno untimely deethn. In¬
telligent physicians are alive to Una fort, oar common
midwtves and names ere not, nor do they under-land
the Importance of constant olennlng and disinfection In
such cases.
The mortality among lefsnta under one year old last

week Increased to 28.37 per cent of the total number of
deaths in New York, and to 29.17 per cent of the total
In Brooklyn, /dk# the deaths by symotlc IlT cti as
these Infant deaths were la excess In the quarter* that
most need the operation of the Tenant bouse Beform act.
The coroners made retnrna upon 32 deaths 13 beingby vlolenoe end . by drowning In London, the third

week In April, with lu 8,0-9 000 inhabitants, and a
water front exposure nearly equal to that of New York,
there were but five fatal aoeideaia by drowning. With¬
out the Trench mania for suicide the water sides of thle
city vie with those of the Seine la Parts for deaths bydrowning.
The temperature of the week was cooler than the cor¬

responding waek last year, the mean being 44 degreesFahrenheit lest week, and the year pmvioualy It wae
48V degree*. The average humidity this year was 93,anil last year only fid.total saturation of tha atmos¬
phere being regarded aa 100. The rain mil equalled 2.81
lacbee of water, and aa the storm came on there was a
fall of 2t4 Inches la the barometer.
Nothing bearing any semblance to Asiatic cholera has

yet appeared among tho causes of death. A full reportof tho fimt 34 fhtal cases of that dlocaeo witnessed
In Nicaragua, baa kindly been forwarded to no by a
physictea on tho spot. The port of New Tort le lam
endangered by that far-off epidemic than It was last
autumn la London. Dublin and Liverpool, whaaoe noae
was Imparted to ear city.
Death rates la foreign cities the third wwek In April

are reported aa follows by the English Registrar (Weral:.In London, 21 per 1,000 manual rate); In Liver-
peel, 27 per 1,090; SOle Romberg, fit in Dobile. SO In
OUMgvw, end ta |Vleans, the previous week, 99 per*'
Aa the perfectly accurate census which the Metropoli¬tan Police has just completed to the Seventeenth ward

qf our city shews that 99,000 inhabitants live ta that
one ward, which, by estimation, dam not contain eae-
teoth the population of the twenty-two ward* we may
justly estimate our New York death rata onl,909,909
ef Inhabitant* This, last week, wowld have been *1 par1,000.anneal death rate, iaolodlag the mortality In.all
eouaty laetituitoe* Yet we mom cswUnne te woe the
sOcial census, occasionally explaining the method Of
correcting oar published rats* & RAM

SALES Of SEAL ESTATE TEITEMAT.
St MoUvr. Wijktne * O*

o. f dhuttaw treat, rvsattglbreach to sad fronting us Mew lenwT,WmSI lest en Chaiaam street andlM ee Mew msstf.Heu*e aad let No. 1*1 Bast Twenty eeveatheSwei,
*£»llu OMitiW*i* rtfrr.'fims *^ei,'ttulWk TO
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Fifth eveau* ttnltu, .....« Hm
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EQUATORIAL AFRICA.
Mr. Da Cballlu'e L»i'««re Belorm tha ftwelety

far the Advaactnea' of Heienew end Art.
Laal erasing Mr. Ou Obnillh delivered, at Ihe Oeoper

Institute, before the Association for the Advancement of
Science and Art, an intereetinf narrative of hie expert-
encaoaad adventoree la Equatorial Africa. Those who
have not heard thia gentleman .peat in public can form
no idea of the peculiarities of his styla or of their attrac¬
tion tor thoee who prefer the conversational to the di¬
dactic form of lecture. Nothing can be simpler or more

unpretentious than his manner, and at the same time
more effective. His English, though not what la called
broken, la full of Gallicisms. Nevertheless he ia rarely
at a loan for words to express bis ideas with accuracy, and
there is an undercurrent of humor pervading them that
adds very mnch to bis popularity with his andlenoea.
from the commencement to the close of his discourse be
manages not only to keep their attention alive, but to
eicite their risibility by the quaintneas and pungenoy of
his sallies, which are half English, half French In their
character. There la one thing to be said of his lectures
which cannot be said of many other entertainments of a
similar kind, that they are almost aa intelligible and at¬
tractive to young people as to adults. He seems to have
a natural love of ohildroo, aad takes especial pains to
make himself understood by them, often addressing
them directly, as if he oonstdered them the moat im¬
portant portion of hit audience. When he Oral presents
himself a feeling of rerprtse is experienced at the email,
fragile looking figure which has faced no many perils and
encountered so many hardship* in the cause of science.
Mr. Do CbaiUu it considerably below the middle height,
with stooping shoulders, aad a hsad always bent forward
,as if in the attitude of listening. His rsatares are regu¬
lar, hie forehead nnuaoally high and expansive, aad bis
eyea fail of tire and intelligence. The merry, half mock-
lag smile that is continually playing about his mouth
gives an idos to maav that ha is amusing himself with
their credulity, and no doubt has bad much to do with the
unfair criticisms that have been written upon him on

both sides of the Atlantic. As regards the matter of'
his narratives, there is no question that it ia substantially
correct. While the sceptics ia regard to theat are in
general persons without any scientific education, the
leading scientific minds of the age have concurred in

supporting the accuracy of his statements. Having
made these few prefatory remarks concerning the
lecturer, who was introduced to the tudience by Mr.
Gri.com, we shall now proceed to lay before our readers
the lecture itseli:.

Lxnixs awn Gfnti awns:.I have be<n invited by the
Society for the Promotion of Science and Art to appear
before you to give a briel outline of my explorations in
Equatorial Africa. I come with some diffidence before
you, for I am no speaker; beside.-, I feel that the vast-
n-ss of the theme is too great for a course or two lec¬
tures. Hut 1 hope yon will look with Indulgence and
kindness upon the best endeavors of a poor traveller,
who, I assure you, will try bis best to recount to you
some of the incidents of his travels. In the country I
travelled always on foot, and made large collection-). I
stuffed and brought out moro than two thousand birds,
of which sixty were new to science. I killed one thou¬
sand quadrupeds, of which more than two hundred
were stuffed by me and sent home, with moro than
eubty skeletons. About thirty of these quadrupeds
were new to science. When I returned to New York,
in 1869, I had also twenty-one gorilla skins and skele¬
ton., besides chimpanzees and collections of in-
..eta, reptiles and sheila I need not tell
you how difficult it was for me to trans¬
port such colleciiona Now I will try, to the best of my
ability, to give yon a bird's eye-view of the physical
geography of the country I have explored and of some
of the tribes which inhabit it. My explorations have
demonstrated that Equatorial Africa, from the west
coast, forms t belt of impenetrable Jungle as far as I
have been, this immense forest did not stop there, but
was seen as far a. my eyes could reach, and the natives
bad never beard wliers it ended. The breadth of this
gigantic forest extends north and couth of the equator
two or three degrees on each side. Now and then
pratnes, looking like islands, are aoen la the midst of
the dark sea of evariastlng foliage; and bow gratefully
my eyes met them no one oan conceive unless he has
lived in such a solitude. At a oertain distance from the
coast the mountainous roeioas beyond it rise almost
parallel with It This range ol mountains seems, almost
to gird the whole of the wool coast of AI roe. Between
those mountains and the sea the country I have ex¬
plored is low and marshy and several rivers are round,
the principal ones being the Benito, the Mnnl, Mexias,
Gaboon, Nasareth, Moods and Fernand-Vax. The four
northern rivers are short, on acconul or their sources
being on the first tableland. The Nasareth, the Mexias
and the Fernaod-Vax aro formed by the river Ogobai,
which ia fora-d by the Rembo Okand* and Rembo
NqoayaL This lowland is aMuvlal, and has no deubt
been formed i i the course of tins# by the washing of a
depuait coming from the tablelands. How far eastward
tbia immense bell of woody country extends further ex¬
plorations alone can show, but I suppose It will be seen
to be more than one thousand miles in length; indeed,
1 should not be surprised If It reached the lake regions
oT Eastern Africa. The Mexiea and the Nasareth are
only outlets of the Ogobai river, which also throws a
portion of Its waters into the Fernaod-Vax, chicly
through the Npooloungy. Thus those three rivers are in
fact mouths of toe Ogobai. and they form, with the inter¬
vening low amis (which aro undoubtedly alluvial depos¬
its), au extensive aad very complicated network ofcreeks,
swamps and dense forests, for wbioh I nave proposed
the name of ''Delta of the Ogobai." My explorations
la this labyrinth wem exceedingly tedious, sad resulted
onij in the knowledge that ihislarge tract Is entirely
uninhabited by human beings; tbat daring th* rainy
seasons, when the rivers and their divergent creeks are
swollen, the whole country is ovorfiowod, aad that the
land is covered with immense forests of palm, there
b.'ing found none or the customary mangrove swamps.
Land and water are tenanted only by wild beasta, von-
ontous reptiles and Intolerable swarms of mosquitoes.
In this great woody wilderness man is scattered about
aad divided into a great number of tribes. I touad, and
I was struck by the absence of thoee species of animals
which are found In aimoel every other part of Africa
On reflection I did not woader at this, tor the country I
n >w visited was wholly unlike those parts that bad
been explored before. I found neither lion, rhinoceros,
xebra, giraffe nor ostrich; the several vari'ties of
antelopes, too, although found everywhero else In Africa,
were here nut to be seen. The lorest, thinly inhabited
by man, was still more scantily Inhabited by beast. Now
and then by the aide of the wild man roamed the ape,
among which class of animals there are several varieties,
chief among which was the savage gorilla, who some¬
times destroyed the plantations of lbs native and sent
nun rer into bis household. There were no beasts of
burden, no boras, no camel, no cattle, bo donkey.man,
or rather woman, was the only beast of burden. Often
after trsversi g miie. upon miles without hearing ibe
sound of a bird, the chatter of a monkny or the footsteps
of a gaxeiie, or tne humming noise or insects, the falling
ol a leaf or the gentle murmur of some hidden stream
came ouly upon one's ear. to break the deaaness of this
awing sirenc- and disturb the bushed stIllness of tbe
grand.ml solitude man could ever b -bold or Intrude upon.
a solitude which oftea chilled me, but which was wall
adapted for the greet study of nature. In this
country tbe explorer has continually to fight against
hunger and thirst, and starvation often euros kirn In
the face. The forests, which have been renting for
ag«« is their gloomy solitude, seem to be even
unfavorable to the rapid Increase of tbe bea.
that ate their oblef inhabitants Still worse th
banger, however, was tbe wrotebed climate,
aad I reaily oouid net tell yon bow often I was pros¬
trated by fever aad Hekneas: but amidst tbe penis I
bad to endure I was sustained by an enthusiasm wbioh
I cannot desortbe. I fait that I was tha pioneer of the
country, aad my whole seal wan engaged aad wrapt np
la the work 1 bed undertaken Days passed pleasantly
when Mckeeee did ant confine me In a horisontal posi¬
tion, aad now aad then I wan rewarded by the discovery
of a aew bird, a freeh animal, or something else, and
following up thens I forgot the bardahipe I had previ¬
ewaiy pamiid through. The further I went into the in¬
terior the higher rose the level of the oountry. I rrseed
four mountain ranges which ran la a direction of tbe
compare from the northeast te tbe southeast, and
there were Mill farther rang. of mountains running
eastward, la Africa, as ia moat tropical countries,
there are two ssnesan lbs relay eaaeoa and the dry or
hut season. Tbe former begins la September and lasts
saul May; In tbe further Interior, however, I round that
it rained all the year round. Tbe dry season oommeocee
about ihe middle of May la the nana of tbe conntry
lying near tne sen aad lasts until September. The dry
season progresses, as It were, from the west aad tha
rainy season from the sent. North of the equatorlbs rains appeared te come froat tbe northeast,aad south uf ins equator they entire almost
always from tbe east, ihe rniufsll during tbe
whole year la Equatorial Afries to Mfi inches; bet m M
raise, as I sheerced before, mere m the interior than on
the ooaat, I bare no doubt the rainfhll te even greaterthan this calculation. Tbe greelset fall of rata I ever
observed a the twenty-four boars was seven and a half
iaobea. Two or three dsirase of lentode make aa
innmtua difference in Ure Mae ef the rainy or dry eon.
earn- Longitude aios effects tbe seasons, el ihoego la a
lean degree. I think these differences uf tnogitadu and
lautede hare been rather overlooked In noooentiag lor
tbe ssppiy ef water to Mm Nils la tbe interior, as I
¦aid before, there seemed to be an distinct i using.
. bad mla ail through tha dryeaaaea, but It wrenot
very heavy, aad was aaancoaipanted by thunder. Tbe
tonadeee generally eeae from tbe northeast or (tea
the eoot, aad are very common daring the months of
February, Marob aad Apr* Tbe traveller te ..reed b?
forehead of the eppiusuh ef these tireadeea Tbe aytowards the bnrtseo neeomra Meek nod this Meekness
suddenly increases, the wind, which has both Mowing
.jP ¦«.*.* u"». .ddaaly "mom sad everything is si til;the birds fly abeal as if they bad rewired sum* redds*fngbt, the beasts of the forest appear aaeasy.of a sod-
den, under lbs Meek oiouds artsee a email white real
which seems in share all the dark eleu* before A The
wind ware with aa InwMible ferns This lasts for
only afewmiautre, aad thsa oeress a delags M raia,ae-oompaalsd by IWhining aad heavy tbuadar, which let
ler reams to shake the vary ground underyear fast Just
as the tarnndo hums re you you can sea Ure magneticireodJs TlUrufs lu the dry season Ure winds Mow varyhard fhr about three er four day* at the time of tha
mw aad Ml mow la sack month I barer or
hat twin# dating ay Ma Journey, whieh Mated
¦Mret two yearn, Mm sky entirety dear aad Man
tares stand, aad re (tmre owutaore it was aot olsar longerthan tax the eyase of re hoar, aad even thea an aredad
the lower par* ef tkn boriasa wen treny. The morel
wrel late the interior tbe mare okmdy boonme the day,
aad often I had m pare night after night without batut
able to take aa MkansmHad uhamqdtlna. At that una
of tbo year, reared. even aregg tha nsatsaM tha.
¦ky remains otowdy and drsresat -tiret la, A
«%a reustne uf Jim. Jatg aad iasust. AHLrengh l^pre

bow travelling under the equator, It did not by aay
mean* follow that tbe beat of the atmuepbere wad
freater Uan in other countries mat* temperately silu¬
sted. The cauoe of thu abaence of eicetwire heat waa
owing to the great moieture of the country arising fro*
the excessive rainfall, and also the large forest* which
filled nearly ita entire extent. The highest lemperaturaI have observed in the interior waadurii* the monthsof May and April, wbee Fahrenheit's tberaointa*atood at nlneiv eight degrees, and this, at ooutm
waa In the coohwt pin e.under a verandah lw one of
the village* I passed through. At that lima f mad*
simultaneous observation* of th* temperature I* ihaf
ftreat, where, 1 might aay, the eun never peoetreud to
tha ground in coosaquaoc* of tbo dense foliagealthough an oecaalonnl ray of light might pierce throughtha laaves now and then. From ninety eight degree*Fahrenheit In the village the tbermomet"r sank to
eighty-sewen degrees In tba foreet, while iu the broad,glaring heat or the tun it marked 148% degrees. Unfor¬
tunately, when the temperature of the atmospbeswMood at ninMy-elght degrees In the shade I had baas
robbed of nay son thermometer; hut I have no doubt
that - the power af tha sen's heat would hare
oaused it to rise to 144 or to 160 degrees. Tha
maximum beat of the sun waa at eoe o'clock,the maximum heat of the temperature of the ut>
ensphere at thrae o'clock; the beat of the sua at lea
L M. and at fire P.' M.'A. M. and at fire P.' M. was nearly Urn i
from 118 to 124 degrees. From one o'clock tollwue
o'cloch the beet of the atmosphere remained ihil the
same, and did not vary, under ordinary cireutnatnwaam
one degree. The lowest temperature I have ever noticed
waa in Ut* month of July, whan th* thermoses!**
marked eniy sixty three degrees to atxty-feur Agrees.
I aim obmrved when I waa In the Aahango Land fbr ¦
few day* that It nevar rose higher than seventy-
two dag****. The warmest month* of the yaw
were December, January, February, March, April, end
especially the latter. In May the weather liinnmm
gradually cooler; and the coldest months were July an*
August. You will probably Inquire hew I spent ny
evening* In a country where for yeeca I never saw th*
taoe of a white maa. I will only my that during ny
last journey the oontempiation of the hearena affords*
me a degree of enjoyment difficult to describe. Whom
every oaa else had gone to sleep 1 often steed at***
with n gun by my side gazing at the heeveaa watching
the stare. I looked at them with fond love, far they
bad been my guides, and consequently my friends to th*
country 1 travelled. When weary and not knowing where K
stood they told me where 1 was, and it was always with
a feeling ot sadness that I looked at them for the laab
time before they disappeared under the bo*Inum
for n short time, and I always welcomed them beck
with e reeling of ploesure I shall always remember
the matchless beauty of these equetorlel nights, fur they
bare left an indelllble Impression upon my memory.
April and May were the months when the atmospherewee
the purest, for after the storms the azure of tha sky wan
so Iutensely deep, that it made the stars doubly bright
in the vault of heaven. At that period the finest con¬
stellations of the southern hemisphere were within view
at tfie same time. The constellation of the Ship, of the
Cross, of the Centaur, the Scorpion and the Belt eg
Orion. All these Included the three brightest stars in
the heavens. Sirius, Campus and Alpha Centaurt. The
planets Venus, Mare, Saturn and Jupiter wan
In sight. The Magellanic clouds, the wbtte cat
of the Arabs, white little patches, especially Urn
larger ones, brightly illuminated the heavens an
they revolved round the starless south pole, contrasting
well with the well known coal sack adjoining the South¬
ern Cross and the part ot the Milky Way between the
fiftieth and eightieth parallels, so beautiful and rich in
crowded nebul»; and stare seemed to be in a perfect
blaze between Sirius and the Centaur, tha haavenz f"
appearing brilliantly illuminated. Then, looking i
ward, I could see the beautiful eonatellatlou of the
Bear, which was about the same altitude above the herA
zon as the constellation of the Cross and of tbo Centner,
which reminded me of my much loved Northern hornet
Some of the stars In the northern and sou.horn couaieU
lations pais the meridian within a short time of
other. Where and when could aay one have a gn
view of the heavens at one glanoef I found |
Alpha Centaur! was burning red. Than, a*
If to give a still grander view to the
almost onchantfng scene, the xofiscal light rose after
the sun had aet, inoreasing in brillianoy, of a bright yet-
low color, and rising in a pyramidal shape Into the aky
to a height sometimes of forty degrees, and often en

bright that it overshadowed the brightness of the Milky
Way and the rays of tha full moon, the beentiful yellow
light gradually diminishing towards the apex and con¬
trasting most beautifully with tha blue of the eky. II
cast a gentle radiance on the clouds about it, and enwn
times formed almost e ring. It waa often so brilliant
thai it looked like a second sunset. In wntobtag the
sure I observed that Alpha Cantauri waa becoming eg
ruddy eelor. Certainly great changes era taking pisee In
this star, which la still called a white star, bet whish
must soon be taken from their catalogue. The beauties
of nature made me peas pleasantly during the day many
hours which otherwise would have been weary, and at
night tne heavens reminded me of the glories off
other worlds and of the littlanesa of mam.
This evenlag time forbids me to speak at any length on
the natural history of the oountry. In these equatorial
forests then are founds vast number of rata some af
which are so terrible to man. and even boost, by reason
of their venomous bite, their fierce tamper and that*
voracity, that their path is freely abandoned to them
without any one being the first to coaameaos hostilities.
The klad ot ant that is the moot dreaded Is the black
baebtkouay, aa the Bakalal natives call It. There tan
two other specim of the bashikouey hmlfiw the blaok
kind, but they are aot ee much dreaded. This iaaoel
may well be called the lord of the forest. It to the moot
voracious creature I ever met, and Is the dreed «t ah
living animals, from the gorilla and leopard down to the
smallest insect. It Is their habit to march through Urn
forest in a long regular line.a line two Inches broad an*
several miles in length. All along Una line are largos
anta, which act apparently as officers, standing ootatde
their ranks end keeping their straggling army la
proper array. If they come to a plaoe where f"
are no irete to ah-lter them rrom the sua, r
heat they cannot bear, they immediately set
building an underground tunnel, through which tha
whole army of anta pass on in columns to the shad* of
the forest beyond. When they grow hungry, as If fey a
sodden command, the loog line spreads Itself through
the forest, advancing forward and attacking and de¬
vouring everything animate and inanimate that cornea
acrom thoir path, wttb a fury which Is quiie Irresistibta
The elephant aed gorilla By before them, iho blaok
rua away.every animal that Uvea iu their line of m
Is chased, and la an incredibly abort apace of time those
thai are caught are killed, oaten, and their bare and pol¬
ished skeletons left behind. These ante seem to travel
along both night and day. Many a lima have I bora
seasoned out of sleep, and been obliged to rush iato the
water to save myseir from their greedy clutches. When
they enter a bouse they clear it of every Itrtng thing;
cockroaches are devoured In aa instant; rets and mine
spring around the rooms endeavoring to escape iu vain.
They will not totacb vegetable matter, however, sod are
consequently very useful in clearing the country of ob¬
noxious and unpleasant inseou. When on their marsh
all tnsecu lieu before them, and 1 have often had the
approach of a bashikouay army heralded to me by this
means Wherever they go they make a clean sweep,
evea ascending to the tops of trees and houses la
pursuit of their prey. Their mode of attack I*
an Impetuous leap; Instantly th*ir strong pinoer-
like arms are fastened Into a person's ciotbua,
and they never let go until they nave detached a
morsel of animal food At such a t me tbie little
Insect seems animated with a kind of Tory which eauam
It to wholly disregard Ita own aaTety. The Degrees re¬
late that criminal* (by which term they mean wis
have asmetlme* been e*|«eed to the path of
bashikouay, tied to a true so that they cannot
and have been thus devoured. Th* besbikouay is lame
than any variety of the ant we have ia America. The
number of their armies is so great Mm* one dose not tka
to rater Into e calculation for fear of exaggeration, hah
I have really seen a crattaeene Una of them pa*ting a
oertain spot In their march, going at a fair rata of speed,
for twelve successive hours So yon may imagine hew
many millions there may hove bora of titam. Baatoee
the study of natural history. I curefully studied the
hah te of the native* with whom I earn In contact and
association. What struck me tret waa the acantlneau at
the population end the grout number Of tribes epaefclug
different dialects and tongues. Tribes bearing a dtflbroufi
name consider themzetvae an altogether separate nation,
although »peeklag pernape the seme Identical tougtra
All the tribes were divided into distinct claim, eaeh oiao
independent of the ether, and often el war with oae
another. North of Ike equator almost all the Uibee are
exceedtegly warlike, eepectally those that are eanalbak^
who, besides being aatorally brave, are the mo* beauti¬
ful iron workers I have ever sera South of the
equator the tribes are of a peaeeful character useehp.
They have a sort of rede loom, with which they w
an elegant species of elotb out of the librae at the patu*
tree. The villagee of these tribes were very clean;
tobeooo waa also very plentiful, as also the taimflh
indices, or wild hemp. In the midst of these irlboe,
route of the equator, I discovered a ram of men at
email stature whose average height did not ezeeed four
feet three Indira to four feet si* inchest The torem af
rovsramsul of Ml the various tribes were strikingly etmA
Inr, whether they were men rauio or not. I was partiea-
larir atnick by the mild demeanor generally of the
chiefs, who seemed more Hke father* of th* various
trtbra thee their rulere No king or subject has a right
to kill another Killing by accident la net understand,
but the strict Mosaic jaw, "an eye for aa eye and a tooth
for a tooth," la held to In all Ita exactness; and aoonaeg
of elders la ssosmery before any one Is pot to death.
QuestKmtag the propi* about th* peat, I fouud that to*
year gone by waa a sort of deep am to them, iu which
evea memory was buried. They bad no record of It,
end did not cere, aed even teemed surprised when I
wished to know of their anaeta. Bach village bad Ma
cliter, hence kings never obtain undivided power over
large traem of oranlry. The bones of e cblet or rider le
not better ie ray respect then that of ha
neighbor, and the despotic form of governmora
Is entirety onKnown Polygamy, slavery mi
witchcraft are fooud wherever I have penetrated In
this gnat toreM and In the mountain racemes man Is
what we may caN primitive. No trading earavan, from
theMI
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South, be
midst, no
from the world aroeed blm,
dariose af hie own untutored heart. The taw last,
vidua* who leave th* Interior countrytm the eeeebere
never com* beck to tall their eld tribe of the white maw
aed the outer world; th* pMh MMomd; there la a gulf
between the ir^. and the Interior, hut not briwera

w (he Orraagra burying ground, which I vWtad. h iu
att<mted uour Futleh Pctat, and in a grove ef noble trea%
maay of them oftaugnlfieaet aim ail shape. The na¬
tives boM this place in groat reverence and refused el

had given me, to accompany me. The negroes Visit tan
ptaes buly on fauural oecuMouz sad bold km the gNhA
est atro, bettering that the spirits of the lead waadra
a'>nut, sod that they are not lljtrtly to be disturb**,
'/teasena of aay aaaoeat ar value may he left here la

r^Hvct safety. The grevq Mends by lb* amahuM
¦ is entirely cleared of nnlerbrisb, aad aa
Ui* brerae sighs through Uie denes foliage
M the tree* aad wbtapere la the durhtrad MMM


